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REPORT

An Extramural Seminar was organized by the Department of Political
Science, Pattamundai college, Pattamundai on 06-02-2018 at 11 in the
auditorium hall. The topic of the seminar was “Gandhian Philosophy”. Mr
Nanda Kishore Parida, Former Principal, Kendrapara Autonomous college was
the resource person in the seminar. The meeting was presided by Mr Ranjit
Senapati, Senior Lecturer, Department of Sociology, Pattamundai college,
Pattamundai. The meeting was commenced at 11.00 A.M with the lightening
of candle by our respected Resource Person. Miss Nibedita Pradhan, Head of
the Department of Political Science gave a key note address of the topic and
Miss Simangini Das, Lecturer in Political Science, Pattamundai college,

welcome and introduced the resource person on this occasion.

This meeting was ended with vote of thanks by Miss Tejaswini

Das, Lecturer in Political Science, Pattamundai college at 2.00 P.M.

Nebed it frradhon.



OFFICE OF THE PRINCIPAL Mobile : 9437376724

ZAPATTAMUNDAI COLLEGE

NAAC ACCREDITED B+ GRADE

PATTAMUNDAI, KENDRAPARA, ODISHA - 754215
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To

Prof. Nanda Kishore Parida.
Retd. Principal, Kendrapara, Auto College.

Sub:- An invitation as Resource Person in the Extramural Seminar in
Department of Political Science.

Sir,
It is my pleasure to invite you as Resource Person in the Extramural

Seminar on the topic “Gandhian Philosophy” to be organized by Department of
Political Science, at 10.00 am on 6" February 2020 in our institution.

Your kind presence for this occasion is highly solicited.

Yours Faithfully,

\”‘\"" .-;/-)"’ -

Principal

Pattamundai College,
Principai
Pattamundai College
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Mahatma Gandhi did not develop a coherent and systematic potiticat philosophy. He
was not a systematic philosopher. His life is itself a system of philosophy. To him Indian
philosophy is a way of life first, and a way of life thought next. He was a practical man. His life
systematized its plan of work and expressed it in practice. Gandhi was another Buddha. He was
urged into experiment with truth by the evil present in the world, the inequalities and injustices
meted out by man to man. His struggle was for the removal of all these evils in the world. His
technique was to purify politics, to rekindle love in the human beast, to rehabilitate the
freedom of man, and to restore and teach the dignity of human labour. He was no doubt a
great leader, but his leadership was mostly utilized in serving the sick and the poor whom he
considered as the neglected children of God. The charismatic authority Gandhi had was based

upon his own moral and spiritual discipline.

Gandhi was a synthesizer of religion and politics. He like other modern politicians
did not separate religion from politics, but tried to provide a synthesis of the two. Quite
contrary to Machiaveili, Hobbes, Karl Marx and several others Gandhi based all his social and
political doctrines on the religions and the spiritual view of human life. He believed that politics
devoid of religion is a death trap because it kills the soul. For him there was no religion apart
from human activity. He did not bind himself in any particular religion. His religion was the
service of the whole humanity. In reality, religion is a passion for love which sees the whole
world. It is a fact that Gandhi drew inspirations from all the religions of the world but was
primarily nurtured in the traditions of Hinduism. He believed that Hinduism is the religion of
truth and never see a difference between truth and religion and truth and God. He said Truth is
God and there is no other God than Truth. Gandhi stood out as the most impressive ruler being
obeyed by miilions, not because they feared him, but because they loved him.

Satyagraha was a very formidable weapon in the hands of Gandhiji. Satyagraha was
the truth force. Gandhiji called it the soul force. Satyagraha means persistence in truth. His
strong affirmation was Truth always prevails. He made a distinction between false self and true
self. The expression or assertion of the false self is aggression and the expression of the true
self is Satyagraha. The doctrine of Non-violence had played a great role in building the
personality of Gandhiji. He indeed is not the profounder of this doctrine. He discovered it from
the pages of history. Gandhiji made it the basis of his life and adopted it to serve the needs of
his time. He regarded non-viclence as the supreme concept for the reformation of politics.
Ahimsa is not merely the negative act of retraining from doing offence, injury and harm to
others but it is a law of positive self sacrifice and constructive suffering. It is utter selflessness
and universal love. Ahimsa is synonym of positive compassion and love. It can be practiced only
on the basis of fearlessness. Non-violence is regarded for Gandhiji as the summit of bravery not
as a weapon of a weak.
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Gandhiji was against capitalistic order in the society. He was against accumulation
and acquisition of property. His protest to capitalism is different from that of communist. He
opined for trusteeship. Trusteeship according to Gandhiji is a means of transforming the
present capitalist order of society into an egalitarian one. It is based on the faith that human
nature is never beyond redemption. Trusteeship takes away the rights of private ownership of
property. Gandhiji admitted the legislative regulation of ownership. Gandhian economic system
suggests that the production will be determined by social necessity and not only by perscnal
whims, caprices and greed. Gandhiji proposed for fixing minimum and maximum income for
persons in the society. The fixation is to be materialized only on reasonable and equitable
terms. It is desirable that it may vary from time to time in order to obliterate difference. Gandhi
envisaged the idea of a democratic state in which an individual will enjoy certain specific

fundamental rights.

The ideal society of Gandhi is a democracy without a state. It is an enlightened
society where social life is based not on the external but on the internal that is not relationship
of command and obedience, superior or inferior. Every one is a ruler to him and regulates him
action congenial and conducive to the interest of society as he himself is a social being and a

member of the society.

Gandhi’s ideal society is based on non-violence and can only consist of
groups settled in villages in which voluntary cooperation is the condition of dignified and
peaceful existence. Gandhiji was for a Gram Swaraj. He conceived every village as a republic.
Village is the basic and primary unit of every society where cooperation is the commenting
factor. Every village will act as an autonomous social organization. All matters, social, economic
and political relating to the village will be decided by the village itself. The ideal society will be
based on the principles of cooperation, free labour and non-possession. This society will be
mostly agricultural and the industries domestic and cottage. There will be no coercive
institution like the state, police, courts and jails etc. The society will be a moderate one. There
will be no capitalism, there will be no exploitation. The ideal society of Gandhiji is like a family
where there will be neither extreme individualism nor extreme collectivism. Gandhiji offered an
aiternative too that was a Non-violence state with a very limited function and with social
welfare as its objective.

Gandhiji was a great saint. The unique contribution of Gandhiji lies not in
the fact that he discovered a new truth but that he applied old and external truth for the
solution of moderns. He had emmense faith in human nature and its capacity to perform even
the most formidable task. Gandhiji was a man who did not believing things without applying
those into practice.

Gandhiji was very practical and was an experimentalist. That is why
this autobiography is “My experiment with truth”
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X Pattamundai College, Pattamundai
Department of Political Science
Extra Mural Seminar on " Gandhian Philosophy”
Dt.06.02.2020
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